Carr Announces Selection of Legal Team to Assist in Opioid Investigation and Litigation
ATLANTA, GA – Attorney General Chris Carr today announced that he has selected outside private
counsel to serve as co-counsel in an investigation and litigation involving the manufacture, marketing,
sale and distribution of prescription opioid products in the state of Georgia. John Bevis of the Barnes
Law Group will be appointed as Special Assistant Attorneys General (SAAGs) pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 4515-4. The Barnes Law Group will work in conjunction with The Cooper Firm, Franklin Law, LLC and
Beasley, Allen, Crow, Methvin, Portis & Miles, P.C.
“As Attorney General, I have dedicated every available resource our office has to fight the opioid
epidemic – whether by increasing communication and coordination through our Statewide Opioid Task
Force, cracking down on illegal prescribing through our Medicaid Fraud Control Unit or conducting
training opportunities for law enforcement and prosecutors through our national partnerships,” said
Attorney General Chris Carr. “As my office pursues legal action against those who may have had a role in
fueling this epidemic, I feel very strongly that this legal team’s combined experience and expertise will
help put or legal team in the best position to ensure the interests of Georgians are protected.”
Qualified attorneys were invited to submit proposals to the Office of the Attorney General on or before
Friday, May 18, 2018 at 5:00 p.m. to include the following information: educational and professional
background; particular abilities and experience relevant to representation of the Georgia Department of
Law for purposes of conducting the investigation and litigation; the firm’s experience with the
pharmaceutical industry; state consumer protection laws, including the Georgia Fair Business Practices
Act; Medicaid and false claims laws; damage and economic loss recovery; the firm’s trial and appellate
experience; and the firm’s arrangements for large and complex litigation matters (including the
adequacy of financial resources for such litigation).
The Attorney General and staff reviewed 20 proposals. After reviewing, the Attorney General invited
seven in for an interview before making a final decision.
A portion of each selected firm’s “About” section is listed below for reference. You can learn more about
the firms by visiting their respective websites.
Barnes Law Group<https://barneslawgroup.com/>
The attorneys at Barnes Law Group have the unique charge of Making It Right for the citizens of Georgia
and across the country. They are an unrelenting collection of individual talents that make up one of the
most powerful and varied groups of litigators that always fall on the side of consumer advocacy and the
rights of the individual. Our legal team is made up of the best legal minds in Georgia. Our lawyers and
experienced staff have literally spent decades working in both the public and private sectors on behalf of
those who have been wronged by others’ actions. As a result, Barnes Law Group is highly regarded as a
top national law firm that provides results for our clients.

The Cooper Firm<http://thecooperfirm.com/about-us/>
We are a personal injury and wrongful death law firm that has successfully won multi-million dollar
awards and settlements on behalf of our clients nationwide. Lance Cooper founded The Cooper Firm in
2006<http://thecooperfirm.com/about-us/lance-cooper/>. With experience in substantial personal
injury and wrongful death cases, he has represented plaintiffs in numerous civil jury trials and has
successfully prosecuted hundreds of cases and gained multi-million dollar verdicts and settlements on
behalf of his clients. Mr. Cooper has built a practice that brings together a team that combines legal
expertise and compassion to ensure clients receive the benefits of a large firm with the personal
attention of a small firm. With this in mind, The Cooper Firm represents a select few clients in order to
ensure that each client receives the attention they deserve.

Franklin Law, LLC<http://franklinlawllc.com/>
Franklin Law is a Georgia law firm operated by the father-daughter team, James (“Jimmy”) B. Franklin
and Rebecca Franklin Harris. Franklin Law was formed by Rebecca in 2009 and Jimmy joined as OfCounsel to the firm several years later. Together, the duo brings more than 65 years of experience in
representing individual clients, businesses, and government entities. Specifically, the duo has substantial
experience in product liability litigation and other complex matters.

Beasley Allen Law Firm<http://www.beasleyallen.com/>
In 1979, Jere Locke Beasley founded the firm, which is now known as Beasley, Allen, Crow, Methvin,
Portis & Miles, P.C. The firm represents plaintiffs and claimants in civil litigation. The firm employs more
than 75 lawyers and over 200 support staff. Our primary offices are based in Atlanta, Georgia, and
Montgomery, Alabama, although we work with attorneys and clients throughout the country. Our
Atlanta office focuses on cases in the state of Georgia and especially in the metro area. Beasley Allen
represents plaintiffs and claimants in the following areas: Business Litigation, Personal Injury and
Product Liability, Medical Devices and Drugs, Fraud, Employment Law, and Environmental. Our
attorneys are leaders in complex litigation in courtrooms around the U.S., including state and federal
courts. Our attorneys and cases have been profiled in major national media such as Time Magazine,
Business Week, Fortune Magazine, Forbes.com<http://Forbes.com>, Wall Street Journal, Los Angeles
Times, USA Today, U.S. News & World Report, New York Times, National Law Journal, New Orleans
Times-Picayune, CNBC’s “The Closing Bell,” 60 Minutes, NPR, CNN, Headline News, NBC’s “Today Show,”
MSNBC, ABC’s “Good Morning America” Fox News and Fox’s “The O’Reilly Factor.” We have also
represented clients testifying before U.S. Congressional committees on Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C.
Read more by clicking the link above.

